Zeitlich unterschieden die Autoren in diesem Prozeß
Writing about the plight of an eleven-year-old coping with the imminent divorce of his parents may not be the most effective way of making a social statement, but in this book it gives rise to a host of colorful, witty, and heartening observations. The protagonist, Raoul Habenicht, aka. Gibbon Habenicht, has to repeat the fourth grade, and during the story he tries to decide how to explain this to his classmates. Although he is shuffled about, spending time with each parent and his grandparents, Raoul actually plays host to his elders, in that he appears to be more skilled at parenting them.
Stylistically, Sakowski is highly successful and convincing in letting us listen to young Raoul listen to himself talking about grownups, life, his peers and pets. Despite its intentions, the book is well beyond the conventional label of Jugendliteratur, since it is much more of an adult presentation than that of a child. Its homespun wisdom and vivid characters are surpassed only by the central role played by the tomcat, Munzo, for whom the title of the story was clearly intended.
Laser beams emanating from Munzo's eyes and seen in the clever illustrations that accompany the piece connect him with the protagonist, Raoul, in many fresh and intricate ways. Of all the discoveries made by Raoul as he seeks to adjust to his parents' separation, the most convincing is that nature and its animals, be they the tomcat he adopts or a wild stag that invades his grandmother's garden, are far more knowledgeable than the adults about him. The simple truths, he discovers, are the most elusive, and require intelligence and a sense of humor of any would-be observer.
Careful, loving attention is also paid to life on the farm and to the portrayal of Raoul's paternal grandparents, whom Raoul prefers to the grandparents who live in a city. Here one readily recognizes the author's familiarity with that particular milieu, a testimonial of sorts to Sakowski's works from the sixties. Farming and forestry are very much a part of the author's past. However, it seems that another theme characteristic of the author outweighs both of these-that of the liberated woman. In her quest for independence, Raoul's mother is every bit the Frau im Mittelpunkt, who challenges social mores and successfully withstands the pressures imposed by her own family.
This book may not be a major contribution to GDR literature, but it is a provocative and insightful tale of individuals, young and old, seeking their places in a society oftentimes not so very different from our own. Biermann, a "living legend" in the GDR, has lost much of his
